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THE VOICE  
Fall 2008 

 

The Annual Conference has gone “west” to Rochester from Sat. Nov 1 
to Tues Nov, 4 and will include many new and wonderful additions 
including Saturday programs. A group of field trips have been organized for 
the different subject areas and include Letchworth State Park, Strong 
National Museum of Play, University of Rochester (Bringing Biomedical 
Research to your Classroom) and Rochester Institute of Technology 
(Exploring Science in Immersive Digital Worlds and Using Image 
Processing in Math and Science classes). The day will be celebrated in the 
evening with “Night at the Museum” at the Rochester Museum and Science 
Center.  Sundays keynote speaker is Dr. David Gallo from Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution whose talk will be Exploring the Secrets of the 
Deep Undersea.  Mondays Fellows speaker is Dr. Lawrence Krauss from 
Arizona State will speak on Selling Science to Unwilling Buyers. If you have 
not attended a conference or have in the past this may be the year to speak to 
your principal. The brochure and registration can be found online at 
www.stanys.org. Please join us in Rochester. 

I would like to welcome some new officers to the board, Joan Taber, 
our Physics SAR has stepped up to the position of Director and has 
found a replacement for physics. Dwight (Buzz) Putnam of Whitesboro 
High School will become SAR on Jan 1, 2009.  Barbara Cavaretta our 
In termediate SAR, will also now wear two hats and is now the Vice Ð
Chairperson and will help to remind me what my job is. We are sad to 
see Bob Bond leave us after many years of services to the local and state, 
and sincerely hope that he will still stay active in other capacities, if only 
to share his years of experience. 

Dr. Robin KinnelÕs lecture on Wed. April 23 at Casa Too Mucha in 
New Hartford focused on some general aspects of his research projects in 
Hawaii with the aim of demonstrating the various directions curiosity, 
chemistry, and collegiality can lead a researcher.  He managed to connect 
many science areas, the importance of students involved in research and the 
very lengthy and involved process in the search for natural substances and 
their practical applications.  

Please join us for our Wed., October 22 dinner and 
speaker, Ann Waling on wind power, Answers Are Blowing in 
the Wind, at Casa Too Mucha see the inside for details and 
registration form. 

 
Lee Kowalsky 

Mohawk Valley Section Chairperson 
lkowalsky@roadrunner.com 
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Hospitality Room at the Conference 
Monday, November 3 

Hyatt Regency 
Visit us at the Mohawk Valley’s table at the Vendor’s Exhibit on Sunday from 3-5 and get an invitation to 

the reception. 

 
 

BIOLOGY 
Sue Schafer, SAR 

Proctor High School, Utica 
sschafer@uticaschools.org 

 
The first meeting of the Biology Network will be held on October 1, 2008 from 4-5:30 at the 
Oneida BOCES on Middle Settlement Road, New Hartford room 120.  The first hour of the 
meeting Nancy Sommer from BOCES will instruct us on the use of the SMART Board, 
primarily free resources available, how to download SMART from the internet, and 
answering questions on SMART technology.  The last half hour will be used to review the 
direction of where we want to go, dates and times for future meetings, topics we wish to 
discuss and the sharing of a teaching technique.  Please come and share your knowledge 
and expertise with others.   
 
 

 

EARTH SCIENCE 
Lee Kowalsky, Subject Area Rep 

Proctor High School, Utica 
lkowalsky@roadrunner.com 

 
 

We survived our first administration of the new Part D with the eleventh hour removal of liquid 
density from the test. Since I had the greatest trepidations about this task, I was not unhappy to 
see it go. I did find SEDÕs reasoning rather perplexing since nothing we do is uniquely original or 
new.  At this time, I have heard nothing about a replacement station. I think we will all admit that 
setting up, tearing down and grading was much easier with three stations and 16 point rubric. 
Testing materials actually did arrive in a timely fashion. My students showed a definite weakness 
for the eccentricity of an ellipse even though we had just finished the lab. I certainly feel it would 
be to everyone benefit to discuss Part D and will plan time during an Earth Science Network 
Meeting in January. If you have any comments or suggestions about Part D, please contact me 
at my email and include your telephone number.  I will be presenting two workshops at the 
conference, one with Tim Conner, The Earth, 6000 or 4.6 billio n, How We Found Out  and with 
Gary Vorwald, Brachiopods,  Crinoids, Trilobite s, Oh My. I will also share some of these 
presentations with you. 

 
An Earth Science Network Meeting  is planned for Thurs. Oct 30 (jjury@oneida -boces.org)  
at Oneida BOCES in the Brodock Press Building on Court St. (3rd floor) from 4-6 . Gib Brown 
has rescheduled to do Explore Ways to Make Weather Come Alive . Gib is a meteorologist at 
Plattsburg at WPTZ ÐTV and presently teaching a Clinton Community Colleges. He taught earth 
science at Ausable High School and is a former SAR. 
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CHEMISTRY 

Bernadette Van Valkenburg, SAR 
Vernon-Verona-Sherill High School 

bernvan@twcny.rr.com 
 

  
The Chemistry Teachers Network is a group of chemistry teachers from Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer 
counties which meets about four times a  year to share teaching strategies, analyze the most recently 
given June Chemistry Regents exam, and discuss best practices in the  teaching of chemistry concepts. 
The next workshop will be held on Tuesday, Sept.  16 from 4-6 PM at VVS High School , Room 109.  

¥ Teachers will take part in a Consumer Chemical Lab and go home with handouts and laminated 
question cards (all except the chemicals) to do it themselves. 

¥ Each participant should bring a demo idea or activity to share with others to get students 
interested in chemistry. An actual demonstration would be great!  Bring 15 copies. 

¥ A discussion of the results of the June, 2008 Chemistry Regents exam will also take place. 
  
  

INTERMEDIATE  
Barbara Cavaretta 

bcav78@aol.com 
 

¥ For those new physical education teachers looking for some good 
information and science ideas, I would be happy to assist you.  Please e -
mail me at bcav78@aol.com . 

¥ Also, please plan on attending our STANYS CONFERENCE in Rochester this 
November and sign up for the Intermediate Level Luncheon on Monday at 
the conference. Our featured speaker will be Kathy Burke, who hails from 
the Western Section of S TANYS! Kathy has an extensive teaching 
background in Intermediate Sciences and has proven herself as an 
outstanding presenter at the local, section, state and national level and will 
focus on "Misconceptions at the Middle Level!   
This is a luncheon session  that should not be missed!  

¥ Hope everyone has a great start to the school year!  

Barb Cavaretta  

 
 

Travel West to the Conference! 
113th Annual Conference 

Rochester Convention Center 
Sat. Nov 1 ÐTues. Nov. 4, 2008 

Home in time to vote! 
See www.stanys.org 
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   PHYSICS 
  Joan Taber, SAR 

Jtaber2@twcny.rr.com 
 

Welcome back to another school year!  The first physics workshop is on Sept. 23rd (4- 6pm) at 
the Administrative Building of Oneida BOCES Middle Settlement Rd. The topic is TBA.  I am 
waiting to hear, if the state statistics will be release by then.  The decision on the topic will be 
made the first week of September and you will be informed of it by email. 

And now I have a personal note.  As most of you know John Darrah of New York Mills Central 
School died unexpectedly in July.  If I do not acknowledge his death I feel that I am not 
acknowledging his life.  With his work in eighth grade assessments, Tech prep and physics 
along with a career that spanned 36 years, he literally touched thousands of people.  Many of us 
in physics knew him through Mohawk Valley meetings Syracuse University meetings and Cornel 
University (CIPT) workshops.  As much as I mourn JohnÕs passing, I am glad for the privilege of 
knowing him.  

 

Development of a New Local Physics Curriculum Guide                                                         
By: Deborah Bauder, Ph. D. 

During the 2007-2008 school year a team of local high school physics teachers developed and piloted a 
curriculum guide. This group has returned, in the summer of 2008 for further modifications. This is a 
living document, will continue to have ongoing evaluation. The members of the physics team are:  
Matthew Bashant, Clinton Central School District; Susanne Gardner, Vernon Verona Sherrill Central 
School District; John Laffan, Clinton Central School District; Teresa Mann, Oriskany Central School 
District; Laurie Nauss, Waterville Central School District; Dwight Putnam, Whitesboro Central School 
District and Patricia Rich, New Hartford Central School District.  These teachers are from the area 
component school districts.  This model Regents Physics Curriculum Guide was developed with the 
support from Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES staff members Deborah  Y. Bauder, Ph.D . and 
Information and Technology Director, Kenneth Ford . 

The goal is to place these curriculum documents and exemplary lesson suggestions in an easy to use 
format available to physics teachers across the region. The guide includes a course outline with scope 
and sequence, daily plans for each unit, detailed teaching suggestions for each section and suggested 
labs, activities and worksheets. This is a three phase project with the integration of physics content and 
technology and in the future it will be available to physics students. 

 The product is currently hosted on a wiki space for continued refinement by the project team. If 
you would like additional information about the project feel free to contact Dr. Deborah Bauder at 
dbauder@oneida-boces.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

 

ELEMENTARY  
Pat Zuck, SAR 

pzuck@oneida -boces.org  
 
 

What Kind of  Rock (Mineral) Is That Anyway?  
 

Presenter:  Gib Brown, former teacher and geologist   
Date:   October 30, 2008  
Time:  12:30 Ñ3:0 0 
Location:   Program and Professional Development Conference Room 
  Oneida County BOCES, Middle Settlement Road, New Hartford 

 

This is a fun -filled workshop designed to familiarize elementary teachers with the 
basic kinds of rocks and minerals. Explore met hods by which sedimentary, Igneous and 
metamorphic rocks are formed. Learn the major features that are used to identify 
common rocks and minerals. Enjoy some of the folklore surrounding many of the common 
minerals found in the Utica area. Learn how to buil d an inexpensive rock and mineral 
collection and the same time engage students with activities designed to encourage 
creative thinking. Bring rock and mineral samples you want identified; and of course, 
many questions.  To register: Please contact Janet Dangler at 793 -8590 or e-mail her at  
jdangler@oneida-boces.org if you or someone else from your school is attending.  

 
 
 

Trout in the Classroom  
 
When:  Secondary Program 10/7/08 , Elementary Program 10/21/08   
 Registration 3:30 -4:00 p.m.  Program 4:00 -6:00 p.m. 
  
Where:  Oneida BOCES, Middle Settlement Road , New Hartford  

Career & Technology Center  -  Room 120 
Presenter:   Bob Fields, Coordinator , Mohawk Valley Chapter, Trout in the Classroom  

The format for each will be a n introduction to the program by  a Trout Unl imited Member , a demonstration of 
aquarium setup and maintenance by a teacher , a panel of teachers discussing applications of TIC to required 
curricula  and a student project demonstration  

TO REGISTER, return this form to Janet Jury, Center State Teacher Ce nter, PO Box 70, Middle 
Settlement Road, New Hartford, NY 13413 or call Janet at 793 -8532 or email your registration to 
jjury@oneida -boces.org 
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Fall Dinner Meeting  
Wed October 22,  2008  

Answers Are Blowing  in the Wind  
Anne Waling  

  

Casa Too Mucha  
13 Genesee St., New Hartford, NY    733 -2183  

 

 
 

The presentation will include information about how the site for towers is determined, how 
wind generators turn wind into energy, and some links to technical information that can be 
found online along with teaching tools available regarding renewable energy.  She works 
for Acciona Energy, the largest developer, owner and operator of wind farms in the world, 
with 164 wind farms in nine countries representing over 4,500 megawatts (MW) of wind 
power installed or under construction. Acciona Energy is also the developer, owner and 
operator of Nevada Solar One, the world's first solar thermal plant built in more than 16 
years, and the third largest facility of its kind. If you are interested in knowing more about 
private installation or teaching alternate sources of energy, please join us for dinner and a 
speaker. 
 

Time:   5:30    Cash Bar with appetizers of taquitos, quesadillas, mushroom 
caps & salsa with chips  

 6:30    Buffet:  Polla La Jolla with S panish rice, Garlic Pasta with 
broccoli and sundried tomatoes, Chimichangas with pork , Fresh 
Haddock with coleslaw and oven roasted potatoes.  

           7:30     Introductions  and Subject Area RepÕs Reports  
 7:45     Speaker  
 

Price:   $ 13.00 members and $15.00 non-members (Spouses invited.) 
 

Please make checks to Mohawk Valley Science Teachers Assoc. (MVSTA) and return the reservation form 

by Fri.  Oct  17 to:  
Dr. Robert Jubenvil le  

Life Science Dept.  ,  Mohawk Valley Community  Col lege  

1101 Sherman Dr.,  Uti ca, NY 13501 

rjubenvi lle@mvcc.edu 

===================================================================== 
 

Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________ 

 

Number Attending:     ____________ Members   ______________ Non-members 
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School______________________________  Telephone______________________ 
 
Email ________________________________________ 


